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On Thursday, the Department of Justice (DOJ) announced that
nearly half of the state attorneys general would be invited to a
September 25 meeting with U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions to
discuss whether social media companies are violating anti-trust laws.
The DOJ announced the meeting last week, following the
congressional testimony of Facebook COO Sheryl Sandberg and
Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey.

“Following last week’s statement, the Justice Department received
an increased level of interest from state attorneys general in
attending the September 25 meeting on tech companies,
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competition, and free exchange of ideas,” a DOJ spokesman told PJ
Media on Thursday afternoon. Due to this increased interest,
Sessions has invited more attorneys general.

“Today, the Justice Department formally sent invitations to a
bipartisan group of twenty-four state attorneys general that
expressed an interest in attending the meeting hosted by Attorney
General Jeff Sessions,” the spokesman added. “The meeting will
take place here at the Department of Justice, and we look forward to
having a robust dialogue with all attendees on the topic of social
media platforms.”

While many state AGs have investigated Google and Facebook in
the past — and many investigations are ongoing — a few select
attorneys general began mulling the idea of a coordinated
investigation earlier this year. Sessions has taken the lead for this
event, which originally was only going to include the attorneys
general from five states: Alabama, Louisiana, Nebraska, Tennessee,

and Texas.— READ MORE
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